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Dear Jim, 



3A8/75 




Whan you phoned It iu not your sweat one's articulation of chew tine 
that canned me to forget. 1 Just plain forgot. While Hour Soaropa of the 
Baltimore Sunday Son aas hare today (from 10 a.a. to 5il5 p.m., kith no lunch break) 
among the aany phone lnterraptlona mma a odLl Ikon J ohn fax of the Reporters' 

Coaalttae for Freedom of Iiforaation (if that is the nama). Ha wanted to know the 
status of ay cnee, eo Z aaked which oaa. He apparently vaa unaware that h» had a 
choioe, that thara waa wore than one. 

I updated him an spectra and m, perhaps on Ms qua a tLoolng, went Into the 
transcript case. With more tact and **f* diplomacy that x fait tha situation 
wamanted 1 told him there were several new aspects they appear to hare missed, and 
net beoaaee you and X had not given Landau a copy of tha book and an explanation. 

Ha agreed that horn-to-horn, toe- to- toe on whether or not there was a 
•national security" Justification was new and news) that prosing a negative 
against the government also was| and that daring it to charge me with perjury in 
the course of it waa some thing less cannon than tha rising of tha sanj and that 
it is Just possible that with Resell having ingored tha question of who commited 
perjury, Baselon night nt have. 

*ee, ha agreed, there were these "new" handles. 

knows, maybe someone will/ yet realise that lae> yearn this was even 
news, as reporters spall it. , 

I updated him on spectro. He didn t even know it was the first filed under 
the amended law. I told him you found no line to bead at 9 that a.a. And that while 
before they bad gone to the Supreme Court, this time they were s we e toess and light, 
FBI style, offering full ooxplianee. 

We'd welcome it, I said, and wa'll also believe it - after performance. 

He waa to have called you. I suggested it, gave him your phone number, and 
asked him to return whatever xeroxes he asks of you. Apparently he had not phoned 
by several hours later because you did not mention it. 

Prom this itwculd swam that cur under- the-vlre visit was unreported. 

Henry Searupa's questioning got off interestingly. Pretty soon he got into 
my being "fired” by tbs "LaFollette Committee." 1 laughed qultely and said he'd been 
into his morgue but apparently it wasn't veyy dependable. Then I explained that a) 
LaFollette oouldn't "firm” me because T ween t on his payroll, and I explained that 
part fully) that it wasn't really the "LaFollette" committee but was more accurately 
deecribed by the title line I had on the hearings, "Civil liberties . 0 ?o this I m d 
added much other detail, like how I got around* tha oonbinad LaFollette and FDt 
opposition to continuing 'the hearings for tbs migratroiy fan worker/ California 
investigation and did ha remember Grapes of Wrath? ,(lf you don't know this story 
and all its parts, a good time is when Oral History krone is around.) I than, without 
making any reference to Martin Dies, told him that Paul Ward's stories were a disap- 
pointment ot me because I'd bad & heal try respect for him until he either violated 
confidence, misquoted or both, I did not remember which or details, only impression. 
That waa the and of that. But tha point is that tha only reference to my being "fired" 
was by Dies. He knew, as ha seams to have put it, that I had "leaked" confidential 
material to the Hally Worker. I told him I had no confidential material, that this 
committee had net held any executive sessions, that its record was public, tiiat it 
was not tha ^aily Worker in any event by a labor news syndicate (I told him where to 
find that reporter, who has a b.C. p.r. agency) and rather than "confidential" 
material it wasgxzx galley proofs of a hearing. 

It waa all very polite, friendly and pleasant, this part and after it waa 
Immediately abandoned. He could have gone to his morgue, he could have found this 
distortion thsre, and ha abandoned it at this point, which is not to say that he 
intended otherwise. I don't know and didn't ask. 

(Somewhere I have a nicture of me of that period. It will ootivinee you, if 
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of nothing else, that while your generation nay hare Invented 5DS, It did not 
invent hair* r> *ttl Ward did so, a kind of flnlrlng outside the Dies secret hearing 
roan bat X don't r ememb er the details* 1 probably have the clipping e one whs re if that 
also is not something the Hollywood Ten did not return. Row on hair again, that 
piece Hunt and Cushman talked about on that clandestine tape was a fine Spanish 
restaurant in the Washington ^uildlng, of which you have heard In arothar context. 

The aaitre was an Armenian who se ll ed himself i arker. When I got there there was 
first the exclamation, Temaeha-kah-neeeeenyl • followed by an ambreoe . To him I 
looked like a violinist, therefore 1 was Toscanini. He didnflt really reaamble 
eeah other ant T'e hair was gray, which mine ian*t yet. 

Anyway, I did not indicate my surprise at the manner f the beginning of tM« 
interview and that manner did not gat me to change anything I said. It lasted seven 
hwirs, minus a number of interruptions, on several, of which, with permission, I had 
him on an extension. F ox was one, Finley another. Us was not in ary senes unpleasant 
about this, so I'm making no inferences and drawing no oonoluaions. A t is right and 
proper for a reporter to consult his morgue. Somehow, however, his reflection of it 
did not include what 1 know id in that morgue, me and cooking, ^il and cooking, and 
my Geese for Feaoe project. Also my{ successful) suit(s) against the government on 
noise. In Baltimore. 

When he finished taping I told him I was surprised. At what? At his asking 
no questions about WW IT. It seems that he had not had that in particular in kind. 
More me, a ‘‘Wrylander. Legit. But Z did remind him that it is the current book 
and that for ary of his paper's readers there is no other way o f getting it. 

He was Interested in Russell. 1 added a little to what is in the book. 

■ He was not interested in the transcript. 

Or LHO as an agenW 

Or^ttlles, CIA, etc. 

1 fallowed his Interests and questions and was myself, for all the world 
as though I did not aae anythin, unusual in the selective and even then incomplete 
reflection of the contents of his papers 'morgue. (There are three papers.) 

He says he ie going to trancrlbe (WCWl Seven hours?) and might then call 
I said fins, please do. 

There was nothing in his manner or words to indicate any infriendly 
intent. I merely report and record. I am not anticipating another a$ Goal den. 

If it happens, it will happen. But it will not reflect the Interview if it does. 

* * * 

Don't copy the O' Tooling/in Penthouse. I received & copy today, thanks. 

I thin k It wxild be nice if someone other than we asked NYReview what the 
exact Warreh Commission document is that says this man in CR237 actually , represented 
himself as LHO. I don't think there is such a document. Just a naive Inquiry from 
an innocent reader. It ought not be from Frederick, Md.l Even Garrison didn't 
claim that. 

This is a very dubious venture and cot only becuse it is public identifi- 
cation of tod with u ' tools. Larry read wire-service copy to me. But it does have 
Bud In the position of endorsing O'Toole pibllcly. Jbviously the story was placed 

*■ for the book » 80 11 further identification* of Bud with the book, 

niblle, that la. 

O'Toole got a good °hicago play, electronic and print. CHI's Eaton covered 
Presa wiub press conference. Page one, one edition wily, ‘'ike real. 

*^ arr 3 r also on TV there on the naming names bit. 

Hice ^ote from Tp*fc ^offin today. His undated newule t r sk akes ref to 
WWIT. Not ready* yet. Best, 



